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Key Principles and Concepts 
from National Reports:

• Ecosystem-based Management
• Linkages between Coastal and 

Ocean Management
• Measurable Water Pollution Goals
• A Management Regime for Federal 

Waters



Defining Boundaries: 
Large Marine Ecosystems











US Commission on Ocean 
Policy 2004 recommends that 

the CZMA be amended to 
expand boundaries to include 

watersheds





The Chesapeake Bay Tributaries 
Strategy:  A Model of Regional 

Management
• Three quarters of the pollution to 

Chesapeake Bay comes from non-point 
sources

• A tributaries strategy is developed 
independently by each bay state for 
major tributaries that drain from land in 
multiple states, such as the Potomac R. 
and the Susquehanna R.



• Each state develops a plan for part of the watershed.
• These strategies are added together to assure the 

goals for nutrients and sediments are met for each 
river basin.

• The pollution reduction goals were cooperatively 
arrived at and adopted by the states in April 2003.

• Annual allocations for nitrogen, phosphorus, and 
sediments were set for the entire watershed and then 
subdivided into 9 river basins.

• These allocations were again subdivided by political 
boundaries, providing each of the bay states and the 
district with target allocations for each watershed in 
their jurisdiction.

• This yields 36 strategies for the 64,000 mi.2 

watershed.



The states coordinate the strategy; 
the Federal Government gives money through 

the Chesapeake Bay Program, state 
implementation grants, the Farm Bill and the 
Clean Water Act Revolving Fund;

most of the necessary actions will be taken at 
the local level.









The Ecology of Governance:  
Regional Ocean Councils

The region is the area from the inland coastal 
watershed to the offshore boundary of the EEZ

What areas are good candidates for regional 
management?  The Chesapeake Bay, the Gulf 
of Mexico, the Gulf of Maine, the Northwest 
(Oregon, Washington and California)

Questions remain as to how federal and state 
programs and policies will be integrated and 
coordinated for these large areas.


